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Ezekiel STUDY 

 

SLIDE 1: OUTLINE 

 

SLIDE 2: INTRODUCTION TO EZEKIEL 
 

WEEK 1 – INTRODUCTION, CONTEXT AND OVERVIEW OF EZEKIEL  

 

SLIDE 3: HISTORIC BACKGROUND / POLITICAL CONTEXT 

SOMEONE READ: 2 Kings 24: 1-17 

 1 During Jehoiakim’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon invaded the land, and Jehoiakim became his 

vassal for three years. But then he turned against Nebuchadnezzar and rebelled. 2 The LORD sent 

Babylonian,[a] Aramean, Moabite and Ammonite raiders against him to destroy Judah, in accordance with 

the word of the LORD proclaimed by his servants the prophets. 3 Surely these things happened to Judah 

according to the LORD’s command, in order to remove them from his presence because of the sins of 

Manasseh and all he had done, 4 including the shedding of innocent blood. For he had filled Jerusalem with 

innocent blood, and the LORD was not willing to forgive.  

 5 As for the other events of Jehoiakim’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book of the annals 

of the kings of Judah? 6 Jehoiakim rested with his ancestors. And Jehoiachin his son succeeded him as king.  

 7 The king of Egypt did not march out from his own country again, because the king of Babylon had taken 
all his territory, from the Wadi of Egypt to the Euphrates River.  

Jehoiachin King of Judah 

 8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. His 

mother’s name was Nehushta daughter of Elnathan; she was from Jerusalem. 9 He did evil in the eyes of 

the LORD, just as his father had done.  

 10 At that time the officers of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon advanced on Jerusalem and laid siege to it, 
11 and Nebuchadnezzar himself came up to the city while his officers were besieging it. 12 Jehoiachin king of 
Judah, his mother, his attendants, his nobles and his officials all surrendered to him.  

   In the eighth year of the reign of the king of Babylon, he took Jehoiachin prisoner. 13 As the LORD had 

declared, Nebuchadnezzar removed the treasures from the temple of the LORD and from the royal palace, 

and cut up the gold articles that Solomon king of Israel had made for the temple of the LORD. 14 He carried 

all Jerusalem into exile: all the officers and fighting men, and all the skilled workers and artisans—a total of 
ten thousand. Only the poorest people of the land were left.  

 15 Nebuchadnezzar took Jehoiachin captive to Babylon. He also took from Jerusalem to Babylon the king’s 

mother, his wives, his officials and the prominent people of the land. 16 The king of Babylon also deported to 

Babylon the entire force of seven thousand fighting men, strong and fit for war, and a thousand skilled 

workers and artisans. 17 He made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s uncle, king in his place and changed his name to 
Zedekiah.  
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SOMEONE READ 2 CHRONICLES 36: 11-19 

Zedekiah King of Judah 

 11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. 12 

He did evil in the eyes of the LORD his God and did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who 

spoke the word of the LORD. 13 He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him take an 

oath in God’s name. He became stiff-necked and hardened his heart and would not turn to the LORD, the 

God of Israel. 14 Furthermore, all the leaders of the priests and the people became more and more 

unfaithful, following all the detestable practices of the nations and defiling the temple of the LORD, which he 

had consecrated in Jerusalem.  

The Fall of Jerusalem 

 15 The LORD, the God of their ancestors, sent word to them through his messengers again and again, 

because he had pity on his people and on his dwelling place. 16 But they mocked God’s messengers, 

despised his words and scoffed at his prophets until the wrath of the LORD was aroused against his people 

and there was no remedy. 17 He brought up against them the king of the Babylonians,[g] who killed their 

young men with the sword in the sanctuary, and did not spare young men or young women, the elderly or 

the infirm. God gave them all into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar. 18 He carried to Babylon all the articles 

from the temple of God, both large and small, and the treasures of the LORD’s temple and the treasures of 

the king and his officials. 19 They set fire to God’s temple and broke down the wall of Jerusalem; they 

burned all the palaces and destroyed everything of value there. 
 

 

SOMEONE READ Daniel 1:1-4  

 1In the third year of the reign of (A)Jehoiakim king of Judah, (B)Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 

Jerusalem and besieged it.  

 2The (C)Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the (D)vessels of the house of 

God; and he brought them to the land of (E)Shinar, to the house of his [a]god, and he brought the vessels 
into the treasury of his (F)god.  

 3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his [b]officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, 
including some of the royal (G)family and of the nobles,  

 4youths in whom was (H)no defect, who were good-looking, showing (I)intelligence in every branch of 

wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the 
king's court; and he ordered him to teach them the [c]literature and (J)language of the (K)Chaldeans. 

SOMEONE READ: Jeremiah 1:1-3 

 1The words of (A)Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in (B)Anathoth in the land of Benjamin,  

 2to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of (C)Josiah the son of (D)Amon, king of Judah, in the 
(E)thirteenth year of his reign.  

 3It came also in the days of (F)Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the end of the eleventh year 

of (G)Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Judah, until the exile of Jerusalem in the fifth month. 

 

SLIDE 4: HISTORIC CONTEXT TIMELINE 
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(HANDOUT 1) 

 
Judah? 

 

Babylon? 

Nabopolassar -  rose in revolt against the Assyrian Empire (which had ruled Babylon for the previous 200 years), after the last effective 

Assyrian king, Ashurbanipal died some time between 631 BC and 627 BC. Following his successful revolt, he took on the title of King 

of Babylonia. 

Nebuchadnezzar – Son of Nabopolassar 

 

Prophets: 

 

DANIEL: 
 

 

Ezekiel knew of Daniel… which would make sense as Daniel worked for the King 

Daniel makes no mention of Ezekiel 

 

 

READ Ezek: 14:14 -  even though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job were in its midst, by their own 

righteousness they could only deliver themselves," declares the Lord GOD. 
 

READ Ezek: 28: 2-4  
2"Son of man, say to the leader of Tyre, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Because your heart is 

lifted up And you have said, '(A)I am a god, I sit in the seat of gods In the heart of the seas'; Yet you are a 
(B)man and not God, Although you make your heart like the heart of God-- 3Behold, you are wiser than 
(C)Daniel; There is no secret that is a match for you.  4"By your wisdom and understanding You have 

acquired (D)riches for yourself And have acquired gold and silver for your treasuries. 

 

Jeremiah 
Nothing to show from Scripture that Jeremiah and Ezekiel knew of each other, however Ezekiel most likely know of Jeremiah’s 

ministry, having grown up in Jerusalem as a Levite. 

 

SLIDE 5: Ezekiel and Jeremiah Comparison 

Jeremiah 12 

   1(A)Righteous are You, O LORD, that I would plead my case with You; Indeed I would (B)discuss matters of 

justice with You:  

         Why has the (C)way of the wicked prospered? 

         Why are all those who (D)deal in treachery at ease? 

 

Jeremiah often struggles / argues with God  

 

We will see none of this in Ezekiel. 

 

Same time period 

 

Forewarned 

 

 



Page | 4 

 

SLIDE 6: Parallel Themes in Ezekiel and Jeremiah 
 
Themes in Jeremiah: 

 

SLIDE 7: Relinquish and Receive 
 

 

Jeremiah 1:10 – Relinquish and Receive… 

 

SOMEONE READ Jeremiah 1:10 (New American Standard Bible) 

    10"See, (A)I have appointed you this day over the nations and over the kingdoms, 

         (B)To pluck up and to break down, 

         To destroy and to overthrow, 

         (C)To build and to plant." 

SLIDE 8: Sorry Charlie 

 

SLIDE 9: Relinquish and Receive 

 
God’s people have to relinquish all the things they put before him, in order to receive the better things he has. 

I think this speaks to us in America, and to an extent to Creekside in particular. 

 

SLIDE 10: EZEKIEL 1:1-3 

SOMEONE READ Ezekiel Chapter 1: 1-3 

What do we know about  Ezekiel as a person? 

 

WHO: 

 

His Name:  “May God Strengthen Me” 

 1
st
 Chron 24: 16  an earlier Levite had same name. 

“Son of Buzi” 

 

WHAT? 

 

What do Priests Do? 

What do they care about? 

What is important to them? 

 

1. Service in the Temple 

• He didn’t have a chance to be a Priest in the Temple. 

• Even though the Temple was still standing all the holy items were taken by Nebuchanezzar 

• Huge Personal Sense of Loss 
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2. Clean and Un-Clean 

3. The Holiness of God 

 

 

WHEN? 

 

When did he live?  
1Now it came about in the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, 

2(On the fifth of the month in the (D)fifth year of King Jehoiachin's exile 

 

Two time reference given?  They seem conflicting?  Why 

 

What is interesting about the reference to King Jehoiachin here?   

Who was the current King in Judah? 

This shows the Exilic viewpoint….  

 

 

Numbers 4:2-3 
2 “Take a census of the Kohathite branch of the Levites by their clans and families. 3 Count all the men 

from thirty to fifty years of age who come to serve in the work at the tent of meeting. 

 

Luke 3:24 
23 Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry 

 

WHERE? 

 

SLIDE 11: WHERE WAS EZEKIEL 
 

Ezek 3:15 

15 Then I came to the captives at Tel Abib, who dwelt by the River Chebar; and I sat where they sat, and remained there 
astonished among them seven days. 

  

Ezek 8:1 

1 And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I sat in my house with the 
elders of Judah sitting before me, that the hand of the Lord GOD fell upon me there.  

 

Who are the Chaldeans?  Have you heard of them before? 

Genesis 11:31  31Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his 

daughter-in-law, his son Abram's wife; and they went out together from (A)Ur of the Chaldeans in order to 

enter the land of Canaan 

 

 

THEMES to Look for in Ezekiel: 

SLIDE 12: Themes in Ezekiel 
 

1. Relinquish and Receive  

– Destruction of life as we know it 

– Judgment of Judah is from Yahweh 
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– HOPE 

2.  Holiness of God  

– “You will know that I am the Lord” / “For My Names Sake” 

– Clean / Unclean 

– Access to God (Temple / Tabernacle)  

3. Resurrection – “ The death and Resurrection of Jerusalem and the Temple” 

4. Protection – “God as Protector of his beloved”  

 

SLIDE 13: TIMELINE OVERVIEW 

(HANDOUT 2) 
 

 

SLIDE 14: Outline 
 

 

OUTLINE OF OUR STUDY: 

1. Call of Ezekiel  (Week 2) 

2. Judgment against Jerusalem (Week 3-5) 

3. Judgment against the Nations (Week 6-7) 

4. FALL of Jerusalem (Week 8) 

5. Hope for Israel (Week 9-10) 

6. Temple Vision (Weeks 11-12) 

 

READING FOR NEXT WEEK:  Ezekiel, Chapters 1-3. 
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2 Kings 25 1- 30:  Now in the ninth year of his reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he 

and all his army, against Jerusalem, camped against it and built a siege wall all around it. 

So the city was under siege until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 

On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was so severe in the city that there was no food for the people of the land. 

Then the city was broken into, and all the men of war fled by night by way of the gate between the two walls beside the king's garden, 

though the Chaldeans were all around the city. And they went by way of the Arabah. 

But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king and overtook him in the plains of Jericho and all his army was scattered from him. 

Then they captured the king and brought him to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and he passed sentence on him. 

They slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, then put out the eyes of Zedekiah and bound him with bronze fetters and brought 

him to Babylon. 

Now on the seventh day of the fifth month, which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the 

captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 

He burned the house of the LORD, the king's house, and all the houses of Jerusalem; even every great house he burned with fire. 

So all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke down the walls around Jerusalem. 

Then the rest of the people who were left in the city and the deserters who had deserted to the king of Babylon and the rest of the people, 

Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away into exile. 

But the captain of the guard left some of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and plowmen. 

Now the bronze pillars which were in the house of the LORD, and the stands and the bronze sea which were in the house of the LORD, 

the Chaldeans broke in pieces and carried the bronze to Babylon. 

They took away the pots, the shovels, the snuffers, the spoons, and all the bronze vessels which were used in temple service. 

The captain of the guard also took away the firepans and the basins, what was fine gold and what was fine silver. 

The two pillars, the one sea, and the stands which Solomon had made for the house of the LORDthe bronze of all these vessels was 

beyond weight. 

The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and a bronze capital was on it; the height of the capital was three cubits, with a network 

and pomegranates on the capital all around, all of bronze. And the second pillar was like these with network. 

Then the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest and Zephaniah the second priest, with the three officers of the temple. 

From the city he took one official who was overseer of the men of war, and five of the king's advisers who were found in the city; and 

the scribe of the captain of the army who mustered the people of the land; and sixty men of the people of the land who were found in the 

city. 

Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 

Then the king of Babylon struck them down and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was led away into exile 

from its land. 

Now as for the people who were left in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left, he appointed Gedaliah the 

son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan over them. 

When all the captains of the forces, they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah governor, they came to 

Gedaliah to Mizpah, namely, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the 

Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of the Maacathite, they and their men. 

Gedaliah swore to them and their men and said to them, "Do not be afraid of the servants of the Chaldeans; live in the land and serve the 

king of Babylon, and it will be well with you." 

But it came about in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family, came with ten men 

and struck Gedaliah down so that he died along with the Jews and the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah. 

Then all the people, both small and great, and the captains of the forces arose and went to Egypt; for they were afraid of the Chaldeans. 

Now it came about in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of 

the month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he became king, released Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison; 

and he spoke kindly to him and set his throne above the throne of the kings who were with him in Babylon. 

Jehoiachin changed his prison clothes and had his meals in the king's presence regularly all the days of his life; 

and for his allowance, a regular allowance was given him by the king, a portion for each day, all the days of his life. 

 

 

 

 

 


